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August 2020 

 

On behalf of the Park & Recreation Advisory Board and the City of Fort Worth Park & Recreation              

Department, we are pleased to present this 2020 Update to the Park, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan.    

Adopted by the Fort Worth City Council on June 23, 2020 (Resolution No. 5246-06-2020), the 2020 Updated 

Master Plan continues the legacy of previous park planning efforts which began with the first Park Master 

Plan authored by George Kessler in 1909. 

Consistent with the 1930 and 1957 Hare and Hare Master Plans, the Park & Recreation Departmentôs 1992 

Strategic Plan and the 1998, 2004, 2010 Update and 2015 Park, Recreation and Open Space Master Plans, the 

2020 Master Plan Update reflects accomplishments that have been achieved since the adoption of the 2015 

Master Plan, updates demographics and prioritizes park system needs. 

The 2020 Master Plan Update enables the Park & Recreation Department to assess priorities and formulate 

resource allocation recommendations in a strategically holistic, proactive and prudent manner to ensure the 

sustainability of the cityôs present and future park system. 

We look forward to working together with the citizens of Fort Worth in building upon the legacy of our park 

system into the next decade and beyond. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Richard Zavala, Director      Daniel Villegas, Chair 

Park & Recreation Department     Park & Recreation Advisory Board 
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A Resolution 

NO.  5246-06-2020 

 

ADOPTING AN UPDATE TO THE 2015 PARK, RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE 
MASTER PLAN FOR THE CITY OF FORT WORTH, TEXAS 

 

 WHEREAS, in 1909 the first Park Master Plan, authored by George Kessler, was adopted by 
the City of Fort Worth Park Board, and successive Park Master Plans by Hare and Hare were adopted 
in 1930 and 1957 respectively; and 

 WHEREAS, these plans laid the foundation for the park system in Fort Worth and, on    
November 10, 1992, the City Council adopted a Strategic Plan for the Fort Worth Park and Recrea-
tion Department to guide the management of its resources; and 

 WHEREAS, on June 30, 1998, the City Council adopted the 1998 Park, Recreation and Open 
Space Master Plan, which included the first locally determined needs-based standards in the history 
of the Parks and Community Services Department; and 

 WHEREAS, the standards incorporated in the 1998 Park, Recreation and Open Space 
Master Plan were the first locally determined needs-based standards in the history of the Parks 
and Community Services Department; and 

 WHEREAS, the standards incorporated in the 1998 Park, Recreation and Open Space 
Master Plan were the first locally determined needs-based standards in the history of the Parks 
and Community Services Department; and 

 WHEREAS, for a number of years, the Department has conducted periodic Needs        
Assessment Studies for use in setting local standards; prioritizing park, recreation and open space 
needs both City-wide and by Park Planning District; and developing an action plan to comply with 
the Texas Parks and Wildlife Departmentôs grant guidelines; and 

 WHEREAS, the City Council adopted the 2004 Park, Recreation and Open Space 
Master Plan on June 22, 2004 along with an update to the plan on February 9, 2010, incorporating 
them both by reference into the Cityôs Comprehensive Plan; and 

 WHEREAS, on January 27, 2015 the City Council adopted the current Master Plan 
and incorporated it by reference into the Cityôs Comprehensive Plan.  Revisions to update the 
2015 Master Plan have been prepared to address accomplishments achieved, update                 
demographics, and ratify priorities; and 

 WHEREAS, in preparation for the 2020 update to the Park, Recreation and Open 
Space Master Plan, the Park & Recreation Department commissioned a Needs Assessment Study 
for use in setting local standards; prioritizing park, recreation and open space needs both city-
wide and within each of the Cityôs five Park Planning Districts; and developing an action plan to 
comply with the Texas Parks and Wildlife Departmentôs grant guidelines; and  

 WHEREAS, revisions to update the Park, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan 
have been prepared to address changes that have occurred in the City over the last five years and to 
maintain the Cityôs eligibility for state park grants; and 
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 WHEREAS, the City Plan Commission endorsed the update to the Park, Recreation 
and Open Space Master Plan on May 27, 2020; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF FORT WORTH, TEXAS: 

1. The update to the Park, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan for the City of Fort Worth is 
hereby officially adopted to reflect accomplishments that have been achieved during that    
period, and to update demographics and prioritize park system needs; and 

2. The updated Park, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan for the City of Fort Worth is   
hereby officially adopted as the guide for allocation of resources for the improvement and    
continued development of Fort Worthôs Park, Recreation and Open Space System; and 

3. The updated Park, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan for the City of Fort Worth is  
hereby incorporated as part of the Cityôs Comprehensive Plan; and 

4. The adoption of this updated Master Plan supersedes previous park, recreation and open space 
master plans to the extent the provisions of the update are in direct conflict with such other 
park, recreation and open space master plan. 

 

Adopted this 23rd day of June 2020. 
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Executive Summary 

Parks, open space and recreational opportunities are important, not only to enhance quality of life and     

neighborhood vitality, but also to preserve natural resources and provide alternative transportation links      

between our neighborhoods and growth centers.  The City of Fort Worth Park & Recreation Department has 

prepared this update to the 2015 Park, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan to provide guidance to the City 

in its management and development of parkland and recreational facilities. 

The Goals and Objectives of the Master Plan (listed below) are based on public input and are ratified by the 

Park & Recreation Advisory Board.  The identified priorities serve as a guide for decisions made in producing 

and updating the Master Plan. 

1. Restore and maintain the viability of the park, recreation and open space system by investing and         

reinvesting in existing facilities. 

2. Provide new parkland and facilities to meet park, recreation and open space needs in developing and   

redeveloping areas of the City. 

3. Improve the variety of park, recreation and open space opportunities available to the community. 

4. Expand recreational opportunities in the floodplains of the Trinity River and its tributaries. 

5. Build and enhance community partnerships to deliver quality services and facilities. 

6. Preserve and enhance the Cityôs natural, historical and developed resources. 

 

As the 2015 Master Plan remains relevant and serves as a companion document to this effort, this update  

identifies the most recent inventory data, demographics, staff and public input, including a 2019 Needs       

Assessment Study.  The result is the ratification of priorities based on the Park & Recreation Departmentôs           

accomplishments since the 2015 Plan was adopted.  Priorities are ranked with both indoor and outdoor        

priorities presented jointly to assure that community based needs are addressed and funding options are      

optimized.  This update will serve as a guide in park development and funding over the next five years. 
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Population Trends 

U.S. Census Bureau 2019 population estimates show Fort Worth jumping from the 15th to 13th largest city in 

the United States with a population of 895,008.  Fort Worth gained 19,552 residents in 2018, climbing ahead 

of Columbus, Ohio and San Francisco. 

Fort Worthôs ranking has remained consistent at 16th since 2010, with one anomalous estimate year in 2013 

when Fort Worth was ranked 17th.  Since April 1, 2010, Fort Worthôs growth rate has slowed compared with 

the rapid growth of the 2000s and is more in line with growth experienced in the 1990s.  Between July 1, 2014 

and July 1, 2018 Fort Worth added approximately 86,366 people, representing an annual average growth rate 

of 2.04 percent. 
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Accommodating population growth in a more sustainable way is an important challenge facing communities 

across the country, and Fort Worth will be required to meet the many demands of a growing population in an 

efficient and effective manner.  Before our community makes important decisions, we seek to involve all    

citizens who might be affected by those decisions.  We strive to communicate effectively with all our citizens, 

and to include them early and meaningfully in our decision-making process through public hearings,       

neighborhood meetings, citizen surveys, workshops and informal discussions.  We use inclusiveness and    

cooperation to make Fort Worth a livable city for all.  The total population will continue to grow each year 

and increasing population will place additional demands on existing community facilities, resulting in the 

need for additional and expanded facilities.  Shifting populations will result in changing use patterns and will 

help determine the optimal location for new facilities.   
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